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7™ Philippine Innovative Teachers

Leadership Awards

Mechanics

The quest for the most innovative teachers is on, as the Department of Education {(DepEd), in
collaboration with the Microsoft Philippines Partners in Learning announces the 7™ Innovative
Teachers Leadership Awards Competition (ITLA 7). If you have creatively and effectively
integrated ICT into classroom teaching and learning, then we invite you to join in this
worthwhile academic search.

1.

2.

Contest Rules

1.1 ITLA 7 is open to all innovative public and secondary school teachers from the
Department of education’s 176 divisions representing 17 regions in the
Philippines.

1.2 Participating teachers should have integrated Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in their classroom activities in the last six months.

1.3 All participating teachers should possess a valid passport at the time of
submission of entry to Microsoft.

1.3.1 For the top ten participating teachers must present the requirements
below on the day of the Education Summit (trave! authority and travel
order, Current and All Previous Passport (Current Passport should be
valid for more than 6 months).

1.4 The participating teachers should be able to present a medical certificate,
certifying that she/he is physically and mentally fit to travel outside the
Philippines.

1.5 All Finalists and Top 3 winners should be able to secure and present a valid travel
order from the Department of Education.

1.6 From the top ten (10) finalists, 3 will be chosen as grand winners and will
represent the Philippines in the Annual Regional Innovative Education Forum in
March 2012 to be held in Auckland, New Zealand in March 2012.

Application Process

2.1 Participating teachers need to upload a digital portfolio of their works using the
Virtual Classroom Template (VCT) and fill out the ITLA 7th _Applicant
Questionnaire at the Partners in Learning (PiL) Network named as “Philippines -
ITLA 7th Search” community
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2.2 Participating teachers ‘portfolio and project must be composed using Microsoft
tools and applications. All submission must be coursed through the website on or
before February 23, 2012 at 3:00 in the afternoon. No fax or paper-based
applications will be accepted. To access the Philippines ITLA 7 Search Community,
please do the following steps:

2.2.1 Signinto the Partners in Learning Network at
www.partnersinlearning.com

2.2.2  Onthe upper left hand corner of the homepage, Current Country
dropdown box, click Asia-Pacific.

2.2.3 Signin, if you have already registered to the PiL Network. Click join
now if you have not registered yet to the PiLN. Please use your
@teacher.deped.gov.ph email account to join the network.

2.2.4 If youstill don’t have your @teacher.deped.gov.ph account, please
email mspilph@live.com with your complete name and mobile
number.

2.2.5 Once in the network, click Community tab. Click All Communities and
search for the Philippines ITLA 7 Search Community. Click on the link
and join the community.

2.2.6 Upload your VCT and application questionnaire by adding under the
ITLA 7 Search Entry shared folder.

2.3 All participants should agree that the work they have uploaded on the Pil portal
will be shared to other teachers.

2.4 There is no limit on the number of contest entries a division will submit. However,
it is important for the Division Superintendent and ICT Coordinator to pre-qualify
all entries before uploading the VCT in the ITLA website.

2.5 A contestant is only allowed one version of the VCT to be uploaded in the website.
In the final event, only one version of the poster is also allowed.

2.6 Submitted entries are deemed final and cannot be anymore enhanced /revised.

2.7 A Selection Panel will conduct an online pre-judging of all applications.

2.8 A contestant is only allowed one version of the VCT to be uploaded in the website.
In the final event, only one version of the poster is allowed.

2.9 The Awards Night will be held on March 2, 2012 at a venue to be announced later.

2.10 The top three (3) Philippine representatives will compete in the Regional
Innovative Educators Forum in Auckland, New Zealand from March 19-25, 2012
and have a chance to compete in the Global Educators Forum in Athens, Greece in
November 2012.
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2.11 Please be reminded of the following contest schedule:

>February 24-25 —Judging Period to select the 10 finalists

>February 27 — Top 10 finalists will be announced. Winners will be notified via a
personal phone call from the Academic Program Manager of Microsoft.

>March 2 - Judging of 10 finalists and Awarding ceremony at a venue to be
announced later. The top 3 winners to represent the country in the Microsoft
Regional Innovative Education Forum will be announced during the Education
Summit.

>March 2012 - National Winner to represent the Worldwide competition will

be announced at the Microsoft Regional Innovative Education Forum in New
Zealand.

2.12 Recipients of the 7™ Innovative Teachers Leadership Awards will be appointed as
ambassadors of the Partners in Learning (PiL) program. As such they are required to
actively participate in and endorse all online activities of the said program for at least
one year.

2.13 Microsoft, the PiL board of judges reserve the right to disqualify participants and
regional finalists for reasons such as plagiarism, falsification of documents and
unaccepted behavior during the course of the contest.

2.14 All participants submitting entries are deemed to have accepted the rules of
competition, and agree to abide thereby.

2.15 For more information, please contact Mr. Robby Manubay at
msphilpil@live.com or call 0917-8976229 or Microsoft Office at (02) 860-8989.

3. Selection Process

3.1 Ten Finalists will be chosen from among the divisions. Selection will be at large and
will be based solely on the merits of the presentation using the Virtual Classroom
Template. Along this line, it is possible that one or two regions may have more
finalists than the other.

3.2 The 10 finalist will be judged based on their abstract during the Education Summit in
Manila on March 2, 2012. Finalists must arrive one day before the actual event to
set-up their exhibits.

3.3 The Top three will be chosen from among the 10 finalists, representing Extending
Learning beyond the Classroom Award, Best in Collaboration and Innovation in
Challenging Contexts Award.

The criteria for the selection of exceptional primary and secondary teachers as
Innovative Teacher Leaders include all the following:
1. Exemplary and innovative use of education technology in teaching and learning;
2. Exceptional educational talents as evidenced by outstanding instructional practices
in the classroom, school and profession;
3. Demonstration of an engaging and inspiring presence that motivates and impacts
students, colleagues, and the community.
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4. Definition of Judging Categories

Most projects will and can be characterized by several of the categories. That is only natural. The
projects should be categorized where they have the strongest belonging.

The categories must be used as guidelines to identify good teaching practices, which then
competences to be excellent practices of innovation in the classroom.

We are looking for projects that show outstanding, different and innovative teaching. For a
project to be scored highly it needs to prove innovative and new approaches to teaching using
ICT.

4.1 Extending Learning beyond the Classroom

e The project must extend beyond the traditional boundaries of the classroom, include individuals
beyond the classroom community, provide opportunities for 24/7 learning, foster cross-
disciplinary connections, and promote global awareness and cultural understanding. It must also
include activities where students have opportunities to collaborate or communicate with people
from outside the classroom (e.g., community members, family members, or experts); create work
products that are used by people outside the classroom; or receive feedback from people outside
the classroom.

e The project needs to prove not only having focus on communication and collaboration outside the
classroom but also having an impact beyond the classroom - e.g. in terms of doing something for a
community, the environment etc.

e The project ought to involve real problem-solving (which is much harder than just involving people
or ideas from outside the classroom).

e The project must use real world issues and problems, people and learning from outside the
classroom AND involve students collaborating with people outside their own school to address
those issues, problems, learn about other people etc.

¢ The project needs to prove teaching practices empowering student work outside the classroom by
the use of ICT.

e Focus in this category is the impact the project has beyond the classroom.

4.2 Collaboration

e The most common type of collaboration is students working together in pairs or teams.
Collaboration can also include students working with people outside the classroom:
either students in other classes or schools, or adults such as community members or
experts. For this work to be considered collaboration, the students and adults must be
working together toward a common goal or product.

e Collaboration needs to be a defined objective of the project

e Collaboration in the project can also be between teachers, co-teaching in new and
innovative ways

e Each person in the collaboration ought to have a differentiated role that contributes to
the overall project.

e In this category the project needs to focus on innovative collaboration — by the use of ICT
- preferable accomplished with collaborative learning models.

e The project must focus on the role of collaboration to solve the problem or create the
project. Focus in this category is showcasing innovative collaboration.
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4.3 Innovation in Challenging Contexts

e Some teaching and learning environments are particular challenging in order to work
innovatively for teachers. This can be:
o environments with very limited resources — where innovative teaching and by
use of the smallest amount of ICT resources prove to change the way of learning
o environments where technology is not considered and/or expected and believed
to be part of the learning process — and where innovative teaching introduces
new ways of learning by introducing ICT
o environments where stand-and-deliver is the traditional way to teach and the
stakes are so high that any innovation is seen as risking kids” futures — where
teachers are able to introduce innovation in ways that are accepted and that
change the learning process and student outcome.
e E.g. the project must prove that the teachers use limited ICT resources innovatively
e Or the project shows innovative pedagogy in an environments that has conditions such as
“high stakes” exam oriented that gives is very little wriggle room
e The project must show an innovative approach to learning with ICT under challenging
conditions that would normally not allow or make room for innovation.
e The focus of the project must be on teaching outside the box of what can be expected
within an environment that would normally not make room for innovative teaching
practices.

During the finals event in, each finalist is required to present the following:

1. A VCT (Virtual Classroom Tour) PowerPoint presentation
2. A poster demonstration of your innovative project or lesson

As you plan and prepare your VCT and your poster demonstration, bear in mind that the
judges will have limited contact time with you, if any. Each judge will be given a copy of
the VCT and will make preliminary evaluation based on the VCT alone. On the day of the
finals the judges will look at the poster. Your most important message should be on that
poster. it must be clear what is innovative about the entry.

Refer to the judging criteria on the next page and ensure that you can provide evidences
for all the items in your display or your VCT.

If you have any questions about the presentation for the finals event please contact: Mr.
Robby Manubay at msphilpil@live.com or call 0917-8976229 or Microsoft Office at (02)
860-8989.
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5. Awards
***To be announced during the event proper.
6. Guidelines: A VCT (Virtual Classroom Tour) PowerPoint presentation

1. This must be based on the PowerPoint template file and produced in digital format — you
can also download this template from the Partners in Learning (PiL) Network named as
“Philippines -ITLA 7th Search” community site
(http://apac.partnersinlearningnetwork.com/Communities/philippines_itla_7 search ).

2. You will only be permitted to submit one PowerPoint presentation (VCT) for judging prior
to the event and all other files that you refer to must be embedded in that VCT.

3. You must save the VCT in a PowerPoint 2003 format (compatibility mode). Do not
incorporate features unique to PowerPoint 2007/2010. This will enable us to easily share
your entry with teachers and judges who may not have PowerPoint 2007/20120.

4. You must limit the VCT file size to 5Mb each.

a. The file size restriction will be strictly applied- so be selective of what you add.

5. To compress images (reduce the resolution of pictures so they don’t take up much Mb)

a. Right click on any picture in the presentation

b. Click Format Picture

c. Click Compress

d. Click on the radio buttons for Web/Screen and All Pictures in document
e. Click OK twice

f. Save the file

6. To embed files in the VCT:
a. Clickin the file where you want to place the embedded object
Click on the Insert menu
Click Object
Click Create From File
Click Browse and identify the file, then click OK
Check Display As Icon
g. Click OK
7. Go To http://www.school.za/innovation/VCT/index en.htm to view examples of
competed VCTs in previous years International ITLA.
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